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rooted in a car-
ing community. Mentoring, internships,

and a to complement

high-quality classroom learning. Personal

connections and the to suc-

ceed throughout life.

hose are some of the benefits of a Quincy University
education I emphasize during "Discovery Days" —
group visits our admissions office hosts for prospective
students and their parents. I always enjoy meeting high school
students and parents who are visiting our campus, because the
faculty, staff, and students they meet exemplify our collective
commitment to excellence in Franciscan liberal arts education.
And the personal dimension that has always been a hallmark of
the QU experience has been enhanced in recent years by the
University's steady investment in improving our facilities. I am
gratified when lifelong Quincyans tell me that the campus has
never looked better.
The most recent and exciting facilities upgrade, featured in
this issue of QUniverse, is a major renovation of
QU Stadium, a New-Deal-era facility that

for many years has needed, literally, a

new deal. The stadium is important not
only to the University — more than ten
percent of our students play football or
baseball — but also to the larger Quincy
region. A renewed stadium facility will
also enhance school pride and make
our campus more attractive
to prospective students.
We are fortunate to have
outstanding leadership in
our baseball and football
programs — head coaches
Josh Rabe and Tom
Pajic, respectively, as

well as athletic director

Dr. Gervasi and Thomas A. Oakley meet with lllinois Governor Bruce Rauner during a February 6
visit to Quincy’s Oakley-Lindsay Center.

Marty Bell. They, along with the whole university community,
embrace the NCAA Division II commitment to balance, which
underscores that student-athletes are students first, with athletics
complementing their academic experience.

This 1ssue also features a number of individuals who have
touched countless members of the QU community and who
are very dear to me personally, such as theatre director Connie
Phillips, trustee Mike Sennett, vice president for mission and
ministry Fr. John Doctor, professors Barb and the late John
Schleppenbach and, of course, Jen Gervasi. They exemplify the
passionate commitment to our mission that continues to inspire
colleagues, students, and alumni alike.

As always, I am grateful for your continued support, as
together we ensure that future generations of students will enjoy

a Quincy University education.

Peace and all good,
Dr. Robert A. Gervasi, President
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“Phi Beta Sigma
1S SO service
minded, and I am
a person who
loves
to give back.”

— Durant Descartes ‘17

Charter members of Quincy’s Phi Beta Sigma chapter step dance
Jafthe October 31 probate ceremony. From Left: T.J. Riggs '15,
Corey Smith '16, Durant Descartes *17, and Jevante Francis "16.
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» WELCOME PHI BETA SIGMA

n October 31, charter members of Quincy University’s chapter

of Phi Beta Sigma hosted an introduction, or “probate”

ceremony, where they announced that the fraternity would

soon be coming to campus. Dawning traditional masks for

much of the ceremony, charter members Durant Descartes
‘17, Corey Smith ‘16, Jevante Francis ‘16, and T.J. Riggs ‘15 stated the history
of and paid homage to the Phi Beta Sigma organization by way of poems and
ritualistic stepping.

Founded in 1914 at Howard University, Phi Beta Sigma is one of nine historically
African-American fraternities and sororities, known as the National Pan-Hellenic
Council, and it will be the first of the “Divine Nine” to arrive on the QU campus.
Brotherhood, scholarship, and service are the ideals of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity;
they look beyond race and social class to see an all-inclusive brotherhood of
men focusing on service leadership.

Members of Phi Beta Sigma traveled from around the state to attend the event.
Additional guests included Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gervasi, Tiffany Nolan, vice
president of student affairs, and other Quincy University students involved in
Greek Life.

Calvin Johnson, director of multicultural leadership, said this is a part of the
strategic plan to double the amount of Greek activity on the Quincy University
campus by 2017, and that the fraternity is expected to be ensconced by the
end of the 2014-2015 school year.

“Right now Greek Life includes probably about seventy students, and we don’t
have the impact we want,” Johnson said. “Greek Life plays a significant role in
the leadership qualities of our students and teaches them to how to be leaders
specifically in community service.”

The FOUR STUDENTS involved have embraced the values of the fraternity and
are ready to bring the same ideals to the Quincy University campus.

“The main reason | am excited about Phi Beta Sigma is what it stands for,”
Descartes said. “l would not have chosen any other fraternity. Phi Beta Sigma
is so service minded and | am a person who loves to give back.”
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“All of the
alumni
were amazing.”

— Colleen McCormack ‘15

» ALUM THEATRICAL EXTRAVAGANZA

WENTY-TWO THEATRE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI

returned to the stage last November to perform in

the fall production of In Review: A Musical Memory.

Traveling to Quincy from as far as Chicago and

Madison, Wisconsin, these alumni joined Quincy
University theatre students to perform a musical tribute to fifteen
years of Quincy University musicals directed by theatre director
Connie Phillips.

The show featured scenes and songs from the Wizard of Oz,
Cabaret, Fiddler on the Roof, The Secret Garden, and more. Not
only were a variety of characters reprised on stage, but also some
of them were played by original cast members who played them
over the years at MacHugh Theatre.

From backstage to center stage, alumni easily fell into the rhythm
of blocking and striding the boards at MacHugh Theatre.

“All of the alumni were amazing,” said theatre minor and performer
Colleen McCormack ‘15. “Many had not seen their dances or heard
the music that would be playing for their numbers until a day or
two beforehand—one of the leads arrived the same day—and
they were all exceptional.”

Open to the public, the show was over-sold both nights it was
performed. Those in the audience on the last night of the show
enjoyed a special surprise tribute to the director herself. During
the song “Happiness” from You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown,
four alumni expressed what Phillips meant to them using words
like friend, teacher, and second mom.

“The tribute to me took me by surprise and touched my heart
so deeply that | was crying in the wings,” said Phillips. “I am so
blessed to have been able to enlighten others through the arts.”

» MEN'S SOCCER REACHES FINAL FOUR

HE QUINCY UNIVERSITY MEN’S SOCCER TEAM FINISHED THIRD
in the NCAA Division [ NSCAA Coaches’ Poll after a run to the NCAA Division
Il National Tournament Semifinal. The Hawks earned their first NCAA National
Tournament win against Drury University (2-1) on November 16. The Hawks

in Louisville.

Y

Hawks since Matt Vollink ‘01 in 2000.

QUniverse | Winter 2015

The Hawks won twenty-ones games, tying a school-record set in 1981. Senior keeper,
Drew Duncan ‘15, and the Hawk defense chalked up a school record and NCAA Division
ll-leading fifteen shutouts this season. QU won the Great Lakes Valley Conference
Regular Season Championship for the second consecutive season and earned the
No. 1 ranking in the Midwest Region. The Hawks swept the GLVC postseason awards
with Mike Carpenter ‘02 as Coach of the Year, Jordan Roberts ‘15 as Offensive Player
of the Year, Chris Garavaglia ‘15 as Defensive Player of the Year, and Artan Emini ‘18 as
Freshman of the Year. The Hawks became the first team in GLVC history to sweep the
postseason awards. Jordan Roberts (23 goals) became the first 20-goal scorer for the

recorded wins against Saginaw Valley State University (3-0) in the Round
of 16 and Fort Hayes State University (3-2) in the quarter final before falling to Lynn (1-4)

Drury (2-1)

Fort Hayes (3-2)

www.quincy.edu

Saginaw Valley (3-0)

3
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“I could not be
more proud
of the work ethic
of those
who attended
this trip.”

— Julie Holdener ‘15

Sy oyl
Armed with crowbars, studen
* balcony of MouQQS_ i

. .u"ll : ‘1....f

QUniverse | Winter 2015

» TWO MISSIONS CLOSE TO HOME:
CAIRO & EAST ST.LOUIS

could not be more proud of the work ethic of those who attended this
trip,” Julie Holdener ‘15 said of the other SIX STUDENT missionary
workers and Fr. John Doctor ‘72, OFM, who accompanied her on a fall
mission trip to Cairo, lllinois.

Cairo, in the southernmost part of lllinois, is fighting poverty,
unemployment, and high-crime rates. Students worked with Daystar, a
community program associated with the Diocese of Belleville, which runs a
food pantry and thrift store and provides a variety of other services to the needy.

During their October trip, the students stayed at a small parish house provided
by Daystar. Work began promptly at 8:00 a.m. daily, rain or shine—and most of
the time, it was rain. For inside jobs, students helped sort donated clothes for
Daystar’s thrift store and restocked the food pantry.

When the sun was shining, they patched a leaky roof, mowed lawns, and picked
up trash around the community. They mustered maximum elbow grease when
tearing down a rotting balcony at the Mounds City National Cemetery as students
hacked through rubber-cemented plywood with crowbars and jigsaws.

“We were exhausted with hurting backs, but we worked until dark and were
determined to get the balcony down,” Holdener said proudly. “We broke two
jigsaw blades, but we never gave up.”

Fr. John Doctor, OFM 72 (front) joins the student volunteers. From Left:
Nathan Obert ‘15, Wade Murfin ‘15, Michael Lee ‘15, Taylor Dralle ‘15,
Emma Topps ‘15, Meghan McCarthy ‘15 and Julie Holdener ‘15.
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IX STUDENTS STEPPED UP and stepped into a needy
community when they accompanied Fr. J. Derran Combs,
OFM, during the fall break to East St. Louis, lllinois. The Diocese
of Belleville at Hubbard House, specifically designated for
volunteers, housed and fed the students during their stay.

Students worked within the Diocese of Belleville’s community programs. They

donned aprons to help feed the hungry in a soup kitchen. They became movers, il
as they assisted the diocese in relocating its law office. The law office, called

The Neighborhood Law Office, helps educate area residents about civic affairs

and helps them fight foreclosure.

Students also lent their expertise at the Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School, a
ministry of Diocese of Belleville. Music major Jacob Schumacher ‘17 worked in
the music department, where he used his own talents to help budding violinists.
Pre-med student Emily Nelson ’18 helped in the science lab.

All the students worked with children at an after-school program run by the
Griffin Center, which serves more than 400 children from six East St. Louis
housing developments. The QU students played with grade school kids and
also helped tutor students.

Jay Austin "15 joins one of Sister
Thea Bowman Catholic School’s
students during a recent mission trip
to East St. Louis, lllinois.

» MARCHING BAND & COLOR GUARD

U's Marching Band played a successful 2014 fall season.

On September 24, the band provided an on-campus musical backdrop for
then-Governor Pat Quinn’s visit to Quincy University. Quinn then requested

an ENCORE FOR HIS NEXT VISIT to Quincy on October 27, when each 1 Th h - hl - ht
band member was greeted by the governor himself. e lg lg
The ensemble performed two different halftime shows at the five home football games

played this season. Choreographed by Galen and Cindy Conkright and directed by Bill Of Our Season

Machold, assistant professor of music and director of bands, each featured recognizable
soundtracks with themed color guard costumes handmade by the members of color guard.

The Funk Show included seventies funk rock songs including “Dance to the Music” and
“Give up the Funk.” The Fantasy Show featured songs from the hit HBO series Game of

Thrones along with songs from Harry Potter, Star Wars, and The Chronicles of Narnia. tWice to pl a'y

These songs were also featured in a pops concert in late November in a public afternoon

performance at the Connie Niemann Center for Music. They were followed by a performance for Our g Ove rno r_,

from the QU Symphonic Band conducted by student Samantha Seitz ‘14.

— Bill Machold

QUniverse | Winter 2015 www.quincy.edu

was being asked
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by Brendan Bittner

STADIUN REJUVENATION
o USHERS INANEW ERA FOR QU FOOTBALL

AND COACH PAJIC MAKES HIS MARK
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